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“Seeking Meaning From the Text”: Wu Rulun’s Method of Studying

Confucian Classics

FAN Danning
(School of Literature, Shandong University, Shandong, Jinan 250100)

Abstract: As the most important literary school in the Qing Dynasty, the study of Confucian classics of Tongcheng School was influenced
by the thought of respecting Song Dynasty. However, Wu Rulun pioneered a unique approach and proposed the method of "seeking meaning
from text". This method is derived from the relevant ancient prose theory of Tongcheng School, which regards the natural "study of poetry" of an-
cient prose as a way to mangage classics. By analyzing the structural rules and rhetorical features of Confucian classics, it interprets the mean-
ings of classics and opened up a new way of thinking for the study of the classics in the late Qing Dynasty. Morever, it changed the single use of
the "study of poetry" in the creation of ancient prose, making it an independent way of studying Confucian classics and competing with the stud-
ies of Han and Song Dynasties in the classical academic field.

Key words: Tongcheng School; Wu Rulun; study of Confucian classics; seeking meaning from the text



